Sayantan Mandal 149 2013). The challenges are still basic, including educational requirements -far from the goal of a knowledge economy or society. Nevertheless, reform agendas are gaining pace and evolving from the traditional model. As a result, the boundaries between education in general, adult education and lifelong learning are becoming complicated.
Interestingly, these complex networks, changing focuses and consequences seem to be connected in an intricate manner with India's changing socioeconomic and educational scenarios. This chapter reviews the significant changes in Indian adult education, especially during the past decade. It shows how the dimensions of adult education and lifelong learning are changing, and the links between these changes and similar reforms at the international level. It examines the recent major education policies and analyses how they are formed, interpreted and translated. It also explores how changes in the international arena are gradually permeating into the dimensions of adult education and can help the evolution of lifelong learning in India.
India's socioeconomic context
India, with over 1.23 billion people, is a land of diversities. Its recent economic success with an impressive GDP of 9.32 (in 2007-2008) and growth of nearly 5 per cent (2012-2013) (PCI, 2014) is faster than that of many developed countries. And yet its Human Development Index (HDI) of 136 (UNDP, 2013) is still lower than that of many impoverished countries. Malnutrition, child death and extreme poverty are widespread in the country, while its economic growth shows increasing numbers of billionaires and a flourishing middle class. Moreover, the country is aiming for an organized and inclusive growth where, contrastingly, more than 90 per cent of people are working in unorganized sectors (PCI, 2007) without proper education and training.
India has the third largest higher education system in the world and also the largest numbers of illiterates, consisting of roughly 30 per cent of the global total. The gross enrolment ratio in higher education is 19.7 per cent, which is less than the world average of 24 per cent (Government of India, 2013) . The disappointing performance continues in the elementary and school education sectors where any improved enrolment is countered by surprisingly high dropout rates, outdated teaching techniques and poor learning outcomes (Dreze and Sen, 2013) . Such contradictions are not mere rhetorical clichés because although the relation between education and development is well known, it is even more important when development largely depends on the knowledge
